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A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone, THE ME&GIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED by the Megiddo Mission Church, 
481 Thurston Road, Rochester 19, N. Y. 


@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents; single copies, five cents. 
Make checks or Money Orders for all liter- 
ature payable to the Megiddo Mission 
Church. 


@ Please notify promptly of any change 
of address. 

Entered as second-class matter, October 15, 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 


“Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, and the man that getteth under- 
standing: for the merchandise of it is 
better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold... . 
Take fast hold of instruction; let her not 
go: keep her; for she is thy life.” 

—Proverbs 3: 13, 14; 4: 13. 


Instructive Booklets 


Each booklet is a complete subject of 
itself. They make the Bible understandable 
and interesting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies -20 
History .40 
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HISTORY 
of the 
MEGIDDO MISSION 
13th edition 


The pages of this book unfold the purpose 
of our organization and the scope of our 
work, both past and present, for the dis- 
semination of Truth. This edition is re- 
vised to include more facts relating to 
present-day home and missionary activities. 
Old subscribers who have long cherished 
an unfulfilled desire to visit the Mission can 
now “get acquainted” through the medium 
of the printed page. A comprehensive syn- 
opsis of our beliefs is contained in the 
Appendix. 


Price 40 cents postpaid. 
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Scriptural Mottoes 


in full-color 
1. WORK, WATCH, PRAY 


2.ALL THINGS WORK TO. 
GETHER FOR GOOD TO THEM 
THAT LOVE GOD 


3. CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF 
THIS HOUSE, THE UNSEEN 
GUEST AT EVERY MEAL, THE 
SILENT LISTENER TO EVERY 
CONVERSATION. 


Printed on dull coated paper. 
Suitable for framing. 
Approximate size, 9144 by 12 inches. 


Price each, 15 cents. 











THE KNOWN BIBLE AND ITS 
DEFENSE 


IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 

Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 





ATTENTION PLEASE! 


Do you find THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
helpful? 


Has the MESSAGE enlightened your 
understanding on many Biblical sub- 
jects? 

Has the MESSAGE brought you con- 


solation as you realized the harmony 
within God’s Word? 


Has the MESSAGE influenced you to 
live a better life? 

Has the MESSAGE given you cour- 
age and hope in these uncertain times? 

Has the MESSAGE strengthened 
your faith in God? 


Has the MESSAGE inspired you to 
live and hope and work and pray for 
the Kingdom of God and its attendant 
blessings ? 


If you can answer yes to all or 
some of these questions then the MEs- 
SAGE has been a blessing to you. 


Do you remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus: 


“It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” ? 


You can help a neighbor, a friend, 
a troubled soul find a blessing in this 
life as you have found it. 


Your blessings will mean more to 
you if you share them. 


You have been called of God to call 
others. 


You have been blessed to bless. 
Send a subscription to THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE to someone today. 


One year (26 copies) $1.00 
Six months (12 copies)  .50 


Fill in blank and mail with your remittance. 


Megiddo Mission 
481 Thurston Road 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 


Date 


For the enclosed please send THE 


MEGIDDO MESSAGE for years 
months to 
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HUMILITY 


of Luke. But predominating, is that of the need for 

humility—the humility which arises from a facing of 
ourselves, our weaknesses and our faults; and a realiza- 
tion of the power, majesty, and wisdom of the all-mighty, 
all-wise, loving Father, upon whom we are dependent 
for our life and breath, and every blessing that we now 
enjoy or ever shall enjoy. 

Jesus had a love for all the humble children of this 
family of God, and it is around them that the thoughts 
contained in this chapter are centered. 

In the opening words we read: 


Jeu teaches some grand truths in the 17th chapter 


“Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that 
offenses will come: but woe unto him, through whom they 
come! It were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should 
offend one of these little ones” (vs. 1, 2). 


Always there have been faithful and unfaithful. Among 
the Apostles there was a Judas. Jesus likened the King- 
dom of Heaven to “a net, that was cast into the sea, and 
gathered of every kind” (Matt. 13: 47). 

It is the unfaithful who bring offenses upon the Truth 
and woe upon themselves. “It were better,” said Jesus, 
for such a one “that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend 
one of these little ones.” Yes, better, far better, to return 
to the sea of nations and stay there than to be a stum- 
bling block to the children of God. Better be as a Demas, 
of whom Paul wrote, “Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world” (II Tim. 4:10), than as Alex- 
ander the coppersmith, of whom Paul warned Timothy, 
saying, “Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: 
the Lord reward him according to his works: of whom be 
thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words” 
(II Tim. 4: 14, 15). The Lord will reward him according 
to his works in that coming Day of Judgment. His re- 
ward will be the woe of which Jesus spoke. 

It is a wonderful privilege to be one of God’s “little 
ones.” When one hears the term “little children” used, 
he is apt to think only of children small in size and young 
in years. The word carries other meanings also, which 
are altogether different. 

In the Hebrew, one of the definitions of the word 
‘little’ is, “little in one’s own estimation.” Such was 
King Saul at the beginning of his career, for Samuel said 
of him, “When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast 
thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the 
Lord anointed thee king over Israel?” (I Sam. 15:17). 
There was a time when Solomon, also, was humble. He 
prayed for wisdom and understanding, saying, “I am but 
a little child: I know not how to go out or come in” 
(I Kings 3:7). Over and over again Jesus called His 
Apostles “little children.” In John 18: 33, speaking of the 
nearness of His departure, he said to them, “Little chil- 
dren, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: 
and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot 
come; so now I say to you.” While He would go to Heaven 
to receive His reward, His humble followers must wait 


for His second coming, when He shall sit as Judge, sepa- 
rating the sheep from the goats, rewarding every man 
according as his works have been. 

Jesus continues in Luke 17, 


“Take heed to yourselves; If thy brother trespass against 
thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he 
trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times 
in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt 
forgive him” (vs. 3, 4). 


These verses contain the sum of the Christian’s duties: 

Take heed to yourselves. 

Rebuke a brother in transgression. 

And be humble and forgiving when he repents. 

The command, “Take heed to yourselves,” is a big 
command. We need to take heed to ourselves in every 
way. Above all, we need to lay aside the high opinion that 
we naturally have of ourselves, and become humble, be- 
come one of God’s “little ones.” “Then shall ye remember 
your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, 
and shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and for your abominations” (Ezek. 36:31). 
If we are humble, we will see our iniquities and despise 
them. God will keep bringing them before us until we 
forsake them. We have the promise in Phil. 3: 15, “If in 
anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even 
this unto you.” 

And if our brother who has trespassed against us re- 
pents, we must be humble and forgive him. We cannot 
treat him with haughtiness, for the Lord despises pride 
and vanity. We read in Prov. 16:2, “All the ways of a 
man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth 
the spirits.” While someone may have wronged us, when 
he comes to us and confesses it, and manifests by his 
fruits that he is in earnest, that he really means what he 
says, we must forgive. We cannot hold any ill feeling 
against him. Of course, real forgiveness lies in the hands 
of the Almighty. We cannot read the heart; we can be 
governed by fruits only. 

Jesus says, “If he trespass against thee seven times in 
a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, say- 
ing, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” There is more 
than one day spoken of in the Bible. We read in II Cor. 
6: 2, “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, 
and in the day of salvation have I succored thee: behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” Seven is also a round number, representing all. 
The lesson is: every time our brother trespasses against 
us during this day of salvation, we must, when he re- 
pents, be forgiving. 


“And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. 
And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked 
up by the roots, and be thou planted in the sea; and it 
should obey you” (vs. 5, 6). 


How necessary to have our faith increased! Faith can 
bring about great transformations in the hearts of men. 
Faith in the glorious future reward just before us can 
cause us to cast off evil. We have the greatest opportunity 
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of any people that ever lived to have our faith increased. 
We have such an abundance of fulfilled prophecy, giving 
us evidence to increase our faith. 


“But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding 
cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from 
the field, Go and sit down to meat? And will not rather say 
unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thy- 
self, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and after- 
ward thou shalt eat and drink? Doth he thank that servant 
because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow 
not. So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things 
which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable serv- 
ants: we have done that which was our duty to do” (vs. 
7—10). 


We must learn that ours is a humble position before 
God. We, as servants of the Almighty, must expect to 
perform that which He asks of us. We must not become 
exalted; for when we have done all things that are com- 
manded of us, we have not added to God’s glory, wisdom, 
or honor. Instead, we ourselves have received all the 
benefits. In this sense we are unprofitable servants. 


“And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he 
passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. And as he 
entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that 
were lepers, which stood afar off: and they lifted up their 
voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And when 
he saw them, he said unto them, Go show yourselves unto 
the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they 
were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and 
fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he 
was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there 
not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? There are not 
found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 
And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath 
made thee whole” (vs. 11—19). 


This stranger represents the faithful who turn to give 
glory to God for their spiritual healing. 

Those lepers had a loathsome disease and wanted 
mercy. They were anxious to be cleansed. This shows 
human nature truly. Many people will turn to God when 
sickness comes, or when in a circumstance where death 
hovers near. Wicked men will repent on their deathbed. 

Here were ten men who sought healing; and ten were 
healed. But only one had any further regard for the 
Healer; only one returned to glorify God. It shows how 
easily the heart can forget. 

And that one who returned was a Samaritan. The 
Samaritans did not often listen. But this man was an ex- 
ception; he was humble. In returning to give thanks to 
God, he demonstrated that he was not satisfied with just 
being literally healed. 

We, too, should have hearts full of thankfulness to the 
God of Heaven for the knowledge of His Truth which has 
given to our lives a new meaning. And if we will but re- 
turn to Him again, He will heal us of our every spiritual 
malady. 


“And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the 
kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The 
kingdom of God cometh not with observation: neither shall 
they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of 
God is within you” (vs. 20, 21). 


The Kingdom of God cometh not with outward show 
or observation. 

Instead of “within you,” the marginal reading in our 
Bible is “among you.” The word basileia, here translated 


“kingdom,” signifies “His Royal Majesty.” It refers to 
the King. The Greek Testament reads, “Right among you, 
in your presence, alluding to His own presence in their 
midst.” 

This clarifies the passage. Jesus was addressing the 
wicked and unbelieving Pharisees who had demanded of 
Him when the Kingdom of God should come. Jesus 
pointed out to them that their King was even then among 
them. 

But the ecclesiastics have wrested these words to their 
own destruction. In all their sermons on the subject they 
teach that Jesus said the Kingdom of God was in the 
hearts of those Pharisees. Their misinterpretation of this 
passage is the whole foundation for the popular doctrine 
of a spiritual kingdom in the heart. It is but another 
evidence of how the world has been turned from truth to 
fables. 

A kingdom includes territory, laws, rulers, and subjects. 

In reply to their question, Jesus informed them that 
their King was in their midst. With this, the Pharisees 
apparently went their way, for Jesus’ next words are 
addressed to His disciples. Continuing on the same sub- 
ject, He showed them that the Kingdom was not to be 
set up then. 


“And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when 
ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, 
and ye shall not see it. And they shall say to you, See here; 
or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them. For as the 
lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, 
shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the 
Son of man be in his day. But first must he suffer many 
things, and be rejected of this generation” (vs. 22—25). 


He told them He would suffer many things and be re- 
jected of that generation. When He comes the second 
time, it will be with power. His coming will be as striking 
and manifest as the lightning. 

But before He comes, He will send His forerunner. 
We read in Mal. 4: 5, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord.” 

In the past century many dates have been set for the 
Second Advent. However, if people had believed this 
prophecy by Malachi, they would have known that Elijah 
was coming as herald and would never have set the exact 
time for Christ’s return. Furthermore, if they had be- 
lieved Jesus’ words in Mark 18:82, they would have 
recognized the folly of all human speculation concern- 
ing knowledge which is hidden with the Eternal, and re- 
vealed to no man. Jesus said, “Of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father.” The Father awaits a 
ripened harvest, and He will not be hurried by the dead- 
lines of impatient men. 

Jesus further showed His disciples that His coming 
would find the world in an unconverted condition. He 
says: 


“And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and de- 
stroyed them all. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; 
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, 
they builded; but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom 
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of 
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man is revealed. In that day, he which shall be upon the 
housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down 
to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise 
not return back. Remember Lot’s wife” (vs. 26—32). 


In that coming Day the nations are going to have to 
make a decision, as we read in Joel 3:14, ‘Multitudes, 
multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the 
Lord is near in the valley of decision.” Once their deci- 
sion is made, there will be no time for reconsideration, 
no time for taking up any of the things of this life. For, 
as with the destruction of Sodom, which once the people 
had been warned, and once the faithful were escaped, 
fell immediately; so God’s judgments will descend upon 
this wicked world. When our opportunity comes for de- 
liverance, we cannot look back to the things of this world, 
or we shall perish as Lot’s wife. This warning has come 
down to us across the years for us to heed. 

Jesus further says, 


“Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it” (v. 33). 


This life with its folly and pride we must lose. We can- 
not seek our own pleasures, think our own thoughts, 
speak our own words, or have our own ways, if we 
would have that life eternal. Paul illustrates this in Rom. 
6: 11—13, “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield 
ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God.” 

Paul further says in Rom. 12:1, 2, “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. And be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

This is the way we may preserve our life through 
Eternity. 

Jesus then gives three similar parables, each with a 
similar import: 

“T tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one 
bed; the one sha)l be taken, and the other shall be left. Two 
women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. Two men shall be in the field; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. And they answered and 
said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Where- 


soever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered to- 
gether” (vs. 34-—37). 


God has prepared a spiritual bed, a resting place, for 
the faithful; but we must humble ourselves to fit this 
bed, must be of God’s little ones. We read of that bed in 
Isa. 28: 20, “For the bed is shorter than that a man can 
stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than 
that he can wrap himself in it.” God will not enlarge the 
bed; He will not broaden out the narrow way, which ex- 
cludes all evil. We must eliminate the evil, then we shall 
fit the bed. The one who does not fit the bed shall be 
taken out of it; he shall not be permitted to share the rest 
which the Lord has prepared for the faithful. 

Likewise, two women shall be grinding together—the 
true and the false. The faithful are personified as a 


woman. In Proverbs they are called “the virtuous woman” 
31: 10—81) ; in Revelation, the bride (19:7). Evildoers 
are likewise personified as a woman, called “the strange 
woman” in Proverbs, and “Jezebel” in Rev. 2: 20. In that 
coming Day of Judgment, Jezebel shall be removed. No 
longer shall she be allowed to grind out her false doc- 
trines to deceive the people. But the righteous woman 
will go on grinding through all Eternity. 

Again, Jesus says there will be a field, a garden or 
vineyard of the Lord. There shall be two men in this 
field. The one who is not performing the will of the Lord, 
not producing the fruits of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance” (Gal. 5: 22, 23) shall be taken out in the Day 
of Judgment. This man who shall be taken from the gar- 
den is the same man represented in the allegory of Gen- 
esis 3, of whom we read, “Therefore the Lord God sent 
him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground 
from whence he was taken” (v. 23). 

Jesus shows that there is a Day of Judgment coming, a 
day of separation. All the workers of iniquity shall be 
removed, but the faithful shall never be removed. We 
read in Prov. 10:30, “The righteous shall never be re- 
moved, but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.” 

And what is the “body” of which Jesus speaks, where 
the “eagles” are gathered? Paul says in I Cor. 12: 27, 
“Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in par- 
ticular.” Christ is the head of the body, the church. In 
that coming Day the faithful, the high ones, the powerful 
ones, represented by the eagles, shall be gathered to- 
gether. And so today we must work together, must be of 
one mind, that we may be among the eagles in that Day. 
We read in Isa. 40:31, “But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings [power] as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” 

What a gathering that will be! It will include all of 
God’s humble, obedient children. 





1956 EDITION 
God’s Spiritual Creation 


JUST OFF THE PRESS 


The pages of this booklet unfold the signif- 
icance of the Creation Allegory of the first 
three chapters of Genesis. These chapters, taken 
literally, have long been a stumbling block to 
the clergy, a puzzle to the laity, and an object 
of scorn and ridicule to the scientist and critic. 
This booklet shows that instead of relating the 
the work of the natural creation these chap- 
ters outline the moral development and ultimate 
salvation of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study by 
the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the Megiddo 
Mission, and the whole is based on his dis- 
courses on Genesis which comprised 48 lectures. 


80 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. 


Price each 20 cents postpaid. 
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JONATHAN 


ITHIN the pages of the Sacred Writings are con- 
tained biographies of numerous characters, saint- 
ly as well as infamous. In many cases the sacred 
writers, by their enviable manner of expression, 
related the characteristics of certain individuals within 
a few brief verses. This may be said of the record con- 
cerning Jonathan, for, when the beauty of his life is un- 
derstood, his story could easily fill a volume. In nobility 
and virtue he stands among the shining lights of Bible 
history. 

Jonathan, as the eldest son of King Saul, was the heir- 
apparent to the throne of Israel. He possessed great men- 
tal gifts and was endowed also with many impressive 
moral qualities. Handsome and high-mettled, full of nerve 
and full of heart, Jonathan was the pride of the army and 
the darling of the common people. But for his father’s 
disastrous transgression, which by divine pronouncement 
was to rend the kingdom from the house of Saul, Jona- 
than was soon to have been the second king of Israel, 
second in succession but second to no king that ever sat 
on a throne, with those qualities of character that give 
stability to the throne and add luster to the crown. 

Our love for Jonathan begins at the time he first met 
David. Bold and practiced in war as Jonathan was, he 
was not brave enough to meet the challenge of that 
gigantic braggart from Gath. Jonathan, along with his 
father Saul, was a spectator of that never-to-be-forgot- 
ten scene, and as the shouts of triumph died away and 
David stood before Saul, Jonathan’s heart went out to 
David and his soul was knit with the soul of David and 
he loved him as he loved his own soul. Thereafter, until 
David sang that memorable elegy over Saul and Jonathan, 
the love of Jonathan and David is described with such 
warmth and beauty that, barring the love of Christ for 
the Church, there is nothing like it again. 

The souls of Jonathan and David were knit together 
because they were the same kind—pure, beautiful, godly. 
Jonathan had long looked for just such a soul, and when 
he met David that day he was the happiest man in all 
Israel. Though the shouts and praises for David’s deed 
were ringing, Jonathan was not envious; though David 
was getting the glory Jonathan or Saul should have had, 
he loved him. Again and again we read of Jonathan’s love 
for David, and it is only as we re-read and study the ac- 
count of Jonathan that we see there is more to it than 
appears on the surface. 

Happy Jonathan! Lovely Jonathan! 

It was not of Jonathan that David spoke that bitter 
psalm: “Yea, mine own familiar friend in whom I trusted, 
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against 
me.” Nor was it of him the more bitter psalm was ut- 
tered: “But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and 
walked unto the house of God in company. ... The words 
of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in 
his heart; his words were softer than oil, yet were they 
drawn swords.” No, it was not of Jonathan that it was 
said: “Thou didst speak peace to thy neighbor while mis- 








“So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, 
.. » because he loved him: for he loved him as he loved his 
own soul” (I Samuel 20: 16, 17). 


chief was in thy heart.” Nor, “Thou didst bless with thy 
mouth, whilst thou didst curse inwardly.” The tongue 
of this saintly man did not frame deceit. He did not speak 
evil of his brother. Of him it was not said, “that one may 
smile, and smile, and be a villain.” He was not plagued 
with a villain’s heart. He did not need to cry, “I am a 
man of unclean lips.” 

Great Jonathan, till that eternal Day dawns, shall we 
see another like thee? 

“Then Jonathan and David made a covenant because 
he loved him as his own soul.” Under Samuel’s ministry 
Jonathan’s heart had early been knit to God, and when he 
found David who also was knit to God, his heart went out 
to him. Father, mother, the crown of Israel, and all, were 
counted loss to Jonathan for David’s sake. 

“And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was 
upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even 
to the sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.” These 
were seals of the covenant he made with David. These 
items, the robe, the sword, the bow, the girdle, were sym- 
bols of his heirship to the throne of Israel! and he stripped 
himself of them for the sake of his sworn friend, that 
he might adorn and clothe and seal David to the throne 
of Israel. 

As Jonathan strips himself, in amazement we exlaim: 
How could he ever do it! But, friends, our exclamations 
betray us. It shows we have not yet begun to strip our- 
selves for a friend or rival. If we had, we would not cry 
out, How could Jonathan do it! If we had, we would un- 
derstand. We would know he could not help doing it, nor 
stop till it was all done. When we begin an act like that, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Beyond 
the HORIZON 


0 A FEARFUL and troubled world the outlook for the 

future is far from encouraging. Hanging over 

every nation is the ghastly specter of war. At 

any time the present cold war may blaze into a titanic 

struggle in which even the victor cannot escape some 
vengeance of all-out destruction. 

Man has created in the A- and H-bombs a monster be- 
yond his control, a power which could destroy the human 
race. A city, teeming with life today, could be reduced 
to smoldering ruins tomorrow by the detonation of just 
one of these bombs, the worthy accomplishments of cen- 
turies destroyed in a flash as the result of lust for power 
and man’s inhumanity to man. 

Is this all the future holds in store for earth’s inhabit- 
ants? Must war and carnage forever bathe the land in 
blood, and millions of young men have their lives snuffed 
out before they have in reality begun to live? 

No, thank God, there is a brighter future beyond the 
horizon. Beyond the dark and awful picture which is por- 
trayed before us is a better land where there is nothing 
to hurt nor destroy, a Government whose officers are 
peace and its exactors righteousness. 

The first indication that the end of man’s misrule is at 
hand will be the return to earth of the Prophet Elijah 
as the forerunner of Christ, earth’s future King. He 
will come with a message which he will broadcast to 
every land, warning the people of God’s impending judg- 
ments. In fulfilling his office as restorer of all things, 
Elijah will raise all the dead in Christ, those who during 
their lifetime covenanted to obey the law of God. With 
this work accomplished, all the servants of God, both 
the resurrected dead and those living, shall appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ, who by then shall have 
made His personal appearance. 

The judgment will be set and the books opened. The 
Judge will then separate the righteous from the wicked. 
The faithful shall be given the crown of life, while the 
unfaithful shall be rejected, to be used by Christ to bring 
earth’s inhabitants into subjection to Divine law. 

Accompanied by His faithful co-workers, Christ will 
set up His new Government at Jerusalem from whence 
He will call upon all nations to submit to His rule and 
authority. The hearts of men being fully set in them to do 
evil, they will rise up in arms against the new order. The 
judgments of God shall then descend upon the stubborn 
and rebellious. As a result two-thirds of earth’s inhabit- 
ants shall be destroyed before the remainder will submit 
(Zech. 13:8). 

When the earth has been subdued, and peace and good 
will among men shall have become a reality, the King 
will shower the survivors with the choicest blessings. 
The eyes of the blind shall see, the ears of the deaf be 
unstopped, the lame shall leap for joy, and the tongue of 
the dumb sing. The inhabitants of that happy land shall 
not say, “I am sick,” and shall have the assurance of a 
minimum life span of one hundred years (Isa. 65:17 
—23). 





These blessings also carry with them a grave respon- 
sibility, for the people of that happy era are subject to 
the law of God which they must scrupulously obey if they 
wish to survive. They, as did their King, must form per- 
fect characters to merit the reward of eternal life. A 
voice behind them shall say, “This is the way, walk ye in 
it” when they swerve to the right or to the left (Isaiah 
30: 21). 

For one thousand years this great work of preparing 
a people to be the populace of that heavenly Kingdom on 
earth will go on, while on the physical earth great changes 
shall take place. The solitary wastes and deserts will be 
reclaimed so they shall blossom as the rose. 

At the close of the thousand years all who have died 
during this time are to be resurrected. While sickness 
has not afflicted these people, yet, being mortal, they have 
died, and must be raised to receive their reward. For a 
short time there will be “silence” in heaven (Rev. 8:1). 
During this short period the law will not be enforced, 
giving people an opportunity to manifest what is in their 
hearts. Many of those who lived during that Millennial 
Day rendered only perfunctory allegiance, submitting 
outwardly to save their lives, but were still evil at heart. 
These, after their resurrection, together with the living 
incorrigibles, will unite in a vain attempt to take the 
Holy City. But their devilish plan shall fail, and the 
judgments of God will eliminate them in an instant. 

The faithful subjects shall then be rewarded with im- 
mortality, and, with God’s work of creation upon this 
planet accomplished, the blissful eternity will begin. Then 
the oath of the Eternal shall have been fulfilled to the 
letter, all the earth shall be filled with His glory (Num. 
14: 21). 

We have now seen beyond the horizon to a world trans- 
formed by the knowledge and power of God into an Eden 
of delight, a land where there is no death, and whose in- 
habitants never grow old. But even this is not all, for 
beyond the horizon throughout eons of time are more 
and greater blessings and joys which God has in store 
for His faithful children. 

The Bible does not list in detail all the glories that 
await in the future, for “the secret things belong to 
God,” but He has given us one promise which should 
cause the spirit to lift and the imagination to soar to the 
realms of things sublime. To every lover of life it is an 
incentive to aspire to perfection of character: “Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him.” 
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JONATHAN 
(Continued from page 6) 


we will not be able to stop either until it is done. For the 
first time we shall taste what true life is, when we strip 
ourselves bare of our best robe and place it upon a rival 
who is coming up so fast to supplant us. We shall drink 
deeper and deeper of the fountain of life as we go out to 
help the one who, because of superiority in ability and 
more virtuous in character, overtakes us, and from all 
appearances is rising to take the coveted position we so 
much desired. When we strip ourselves of all envy and 
go all-out to help such a one—this is one way of laying 
down our life for our friend. 

Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. To such only will it 
be said, “Come up hither.” Such only shall be highly 
exalted in that day—they who make themselves of no 
reputation now. If we do it, we shall sit down beside 
Jesus and Jonathan, but not otherwise. That high posi- 
tion has its price, the same to us as to them, no less. 

But we are told more of Jonathan. Saul sought David’s 
life continually. On one occasion David was in the wilder- 
ness of Ziph. “And Jonathan Saul’s son arose and went 
to David into the wood, and strengthened David’s hand in 
God.” The French have a saying to the effect that there 
is something in the misfortunes of our best friends that 
is not wholly displeasing to our secret hearts. Let every- 
one defend himself against this. Here is Jonathan’s de- 
fense. He went to strengthen David. Jonathan remembered 
how his father lost faith and how Samuel said the king- 
dom would be taken from him and given to another. And 
David in his distress could lose faith in God. If he did, 
he would no longer be the coming king of Israel, nor 
Jonathan’s rival. Jonathan came to the wood of Ziph to 
strengthen David’s faith. Do you see the full truth and 
meaning and beauty of that visit? 

If I were Jonathan, would I have done it? Would you? 
Would I have felt I needed strengthening and sympathy? 
Would I have been occupied with numerous seemingly 
urgent duties in my palace in Gibeah? too busy to go into 
the wood of Ziph to strengthen the hand of my best 
friend, knowing that that strength was to carry him over 
my head and put me under his feet. 

But Jonathan said to David, “Fear not, for thou shalt 
be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee.” 

During the course of our pilgrimage, somewhere we 
shall have to pass through the school through which God 
sent Jonathan. The history of Jonathan should impress us 
sufficiently so that, when in similar circumstances, we 
may imitate his beautiful acts. Grudge not, envy not your 
neighbor’s promotion or honor, but as you have opportu- 
nity—no, rather, make opportunity—strengthen his hand 
in God. It is for your good; it is for your training. In this 
way you shall be exalted. As many as I love, says the 
Lord, I rebuke and chasten, and humble, and put down, 
and make second; but to him that overcomes will I grant 
to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame and 
am set down with My Father in His throne. 





“Trials, temptations, disappointments, all these are 
helps instead of hindrances if used rightly. If endured 
in the right spirit they serve to make the soul nobler and 
stronger than it was before.” 


WORDS 


» E all make mistakes in all kinds of ways, but the 

man who can claim that he never says the wrong 
thing can consider himself perfect, for if he can control 
his tongue he can control every other part of his person- 
ality!” (James 3: 2, Phillips). 

One is inclined to feel upon reading this passage in the 
Epistle of James that an unruly tongue may have been 
one of his besetments, just as Peter’s was lack of cour- 
age; the lack of which brought him many a regret and 
much sorrow. 

What a wonderful medium of expression words are! 
But what a curse they can prove to be if not selected 
with the utmost care. The power to speak and to reason 
are two of the things that lift humanity above the level 
of beasts. 

There is a beauty of language, a harmony of words, 
just as there is harmony and beauty of sky and stars, of 
green foliage and crystal streamlets. There is a delicacy 
of speech just as there is a delicacy of tints in the shim- 
mer of light on the dewdrop, or in a beautiful sunrise or 
a beautiful sunset. 

Beautiful words placed in the depths of the mind, 
beautify the language of life. Solomon compared the 
word fitly spoken to “apples of gold in pictures of silver,” 
and also to the sweetness of honey in the honeycomb. 

Words, words, words! What would life be without 
them? and what a long list is ours to daily choose from! 
Kind words, bitter words, gentle words, mean words, 
tender words, harsh words, loving words, hateful words, 
humble words, haughty words, pure words, vile words, 
sober words, foolish words, encouraging words, thought- 
less words. 

Words sung or read softly will often put the mentally 
weary, or the child, to rest. Whereas loud, excited words 
have been known to stir a mob to violence, as in the 
case when the Jews found Paul in the temple, and ac- 
cused him of polluting it by bringing in a Gentile. He 
was saved from death only by the intervention of the 
Roman army. 

We have also the record of eloquent words having sent 
armies marching into the face of death. Concerning one 
of these instances, Emil Ludwig, writing of Napoleon 
and his Italian campaign, says, “Half of what he achieves 
is achieved by the power of words.” 

Powerful words will mold the public minds as a sculp- 
tor molds his clay, whether they be powerful words for 
good, as were Nehemiah’s to his brethren who built the 
wall; or evil words, such as those the ten spies uttered 
on their return from searching the promised land. 

Words written or spoken are a dynamic, creative force. 

Encouraging words will nerve us to try again when 
failures have cast us down; they can lift from the depths 
of despair and hopelessness to the heights of faith and 
courage. 

Words spoken to God in earnest, heartfelt prayer, will 
help lighten the burden of care and anxiety, and will 
save our feet from many a snare. 

Words are the swords we use in our battle of life. 
Our success and happiness depends to a great extent 
upon our word usage. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Musings of the Editor 


OSES was called of God to deliver the Children of Is- 

rael from Egypt. The undertaking was tremendous, 
rigorous servitude under Egyptian taskmasters having re- 
duced Israel to a state of ignorance and apostasy. So it was 
reasonable that Moses should require substantial backing be- 
fore responding to the call. 

One paramount question was in his mind. He must have 
the answer. “Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, 
and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent 
me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? 
what shall I say unto them?” What shall I say unto them? 

The answer came with promptness and certainty: “God 
said unto Moses, I AM THAT I Am: and he 
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.” 

I Am ruat I Am is equivalent to: I am what 
I profess to be; I will be what I have declared; I will per- 
form the things promised. 7, 

Every call xfer Egypt carries with it the certainty that 
the movement is sponsored by One who will be true to His 
word, who will give sustenance for the journey, and a Ca- 
naan at its end. 

Men promise and cannot perform; physical affliction may 
prevent, or they lack the inclination, or fate intervenes, but 
when I Am THAT I Am promises a land flowing with milk and 
honey at the journey’s end, we can know it will be there. 

This is for our consolation: I AM THat I Am leads the way 
from Egypt to Canaan. 

But this title carries also a more sobering thought: I Am 
THAT I Am is characteristic of the Father and of His children. 
Like Father, like sons and daughters. They, too, will be what 
they profess to be. 

We have promised Him service, loyalty, love. Does our 
life bear testimony to our kinship? 


I Am 
THAT I AM 





cAnnouncement 


(Correction) 

The anniversary of Christ’s birth, Abib First—a mov- 
able date, being lunar time—begins this year on Wednes- 
day evening, April 11, closing Thursday evening, April 12. 

Thus the True Christmas and New Year celebration 
will be commemorated at the Megiddo Mission in the 
joyous springtime when all nature begins its annual cycle 
of rebirth, bursting forth in bud and flower, seedling and 
birdsong, gushing streams and genial warmth—a most 
appropriate season for the birth of the Son of God. 

Greater than the din and activity of the December 25 
celebration of pagan saturnalia origin, must be the praise 
and joyful preparation of the true Christian, thrilled as 
he truly will be with the consciousness that such worship 
in spirit and in truth is acceptable at the Throne of God. 

Preparation is going on apace here. Programs include 
a drama entitled “The Quest of the Ages,” to be presented 
the evening of April 11. A morning praise service in the 
Church at 8 o’clock, will start the day, Thursday, April 
12. A Children’s Program in the afternoon is anticipated, 
and the closing program Thursday evening, April 12, 
will include a dramatic feature entitled, “God’s Freeman.” 

We extend to our readers an invitation to come and 


worship with us at Megiddo Mission on this joyous oc- 
casion. To those who must observe the day alone, we 
trust it will be a day of blessing, and “where two or three 
are gathered together in my name,” says the Christ whose 
birth we commemorate on that date, “there am I in the 
midst of them.” In such a place let the joy ring in song 
and story from year to year until the dawning of the 
glad day of His return and the good tidings fill the earth. 


Greeting Cards will be ready soon. 
Mail your order now. 


Address 
Megiddo Mission 
Department W 
481 Thurston Road 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 





WORDS 


(Continued from page 8) 


Kind words do not blister the lips or tongue; they do 
not cost much. Mental troubles were never known to arise 
from such quarters. They do not cost much, no, but they 
accomplish much. Words are among the world’s most 
potent weapons. 

How others react toward us depends in a large meas- 
ure upon our words and the way in which we utter them. 
Life could be compared to a great whispering gallery 
that sends back the echo of the words we send out. They 
are echoed back in tone and word in others’ lives; as we 
do not live to ourselves alone. Our words go marching 
through the years in the lives of those with whom we 
have come in contact. 

Our words are in a sense immortal, too, for they are 
recorded in the Lamb’s book of life, or in the earth. 

It is by our words that we shall be justified or con- 
demned. 

“Keep a watch on your words, my friends, 
For words are wonderful things; 

They are sweet, like the bee’s fresh honey; 
Like bees, they have terrible stings. 


“They can bless like the warm, glad sunshine, 
And brighten a lonely life; 

They can cut, in the strife of anger, 
Like an open, two-edged knife. 


“May peace guard your lives, and ever 
From the time of your early youth, 

May the words that you daily utter 
Be the words of the beautiful truth.” 





Tell others what to do, they pay no heed, 

They care not for your words—it is your deed. 
They care not, silver-tongued, you tell the way; 
It is the life you live, not what you say. 


A man is starving and you sympathize— 

You tell him how you feel, tears in your eyes; 
But to his heart your words are just like weeds; 
It is not words he wants, it’s food he needs! 


Oh, mark this down and underline it then— 
There is too much unfeeling talk in men. 
Better be still and let no thought be freed 


Unless you live each sentence in a deed. Sel. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Should this be said, O house of Jacob? Is the Spirit of 
the Lord impatient? Are these his doings? Do not my words 
do good to him who walks uprightly?” (Micah 2: 7, R.S.V.). 


In this way the Eternal reproved the people of Israel 
for their contempt in not believing what He had been 
saying to them. 

The Prophet Micah was living at the close of the 260- 
year-existence of the Ten Tribe division of the Hebrew 
nation, known as the kingdom of Israel. Their seat of 
government was at Samaria, while the kingdom of Judah, 
under the Davidiec dynasty, had their headquarters in 
Jerusalem. At the Lord’s command Micah had pronounced 
a woe upon the house of Israel. The woe was directed at 
both divisions of the kingdom, Samaria, and Jerusalem. 
The Samaritan branch of the kingdom being the more 
wicked and apostate of the two, the fulfillment of the woe 
—or the time of their dissolution—was imminent, while 
the kingdom of Judah at Jerusalem was destined to con- 
tinue about another hundred years, until the Babylonian 
Captivity. 

The people resented Micah’s pronouncement. When 
speaking for God, he cried: “Therefore thus says the 
Lord: Behold, against this family I am devising evil, 
from which you cannot remove your necks; and you shall 
not walk haughtily, for it will be an evil time. In that 
day they shall take up a taunt song against you, and wail 
with bitter lamentation, and say, ‘We are utterly ruined; 
he changes the portion of my people; how he removes it 
from me! Among our captors he divides our fields.’ ”’ To 
this the people answered, “Do not preach . . . one should 
not preach of such things; disgrace will not overtake us.” 

How characteristic of all ages! Men have always sought 
to silence God’s prophets who have predicted impending 
judgments. Noah was the scorn of his generation; Jere- 
miah of his. “Do not preach!” has been the eternal cry. 
Men always prefer fiction to facts, slumber songs rather 
than the trumpet of alarm. They “say to the seers, See 
not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right 
things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits” 
(Isaiah 30:10). 

“Disgrace will not overtake us.” 

Here it is that the Lord replies, in our meditation text: 
“Should this be said, O house of Jacob? Is the Spirit of 
the Lord impatient? Are these his doings? Do not my 
words do good to him who walks uprightly?” The Lord 
as much as said, “You yourselves are at fault, I am not 
to blame that the curse is to come upon you. I am not im- 
patient, harsh dealing is no part of my mode of conduct. 
If I pronounce evil against you, it is because of your sins. 
I have done on my part, I have risen early, sending my 
prophets to warn and instruct you, but you would not 
hearken.”’ 

When men voluntarily place themselves under contract 
to serve the Almighty, they render themselves subject to 
blessing or curse, good or evil, reward or punishment, as 


their conduct warrants. When they apostatize and the law 
overtakes them, judgments are decreed. Are these God’s 
doings? asks the Prophet. By no means! Man invites 
punishment by his own persistent waywardness. 

The Lord continues, speaking through the Prophet: 
“Do not my words do good to him who walks uprightly ?” 
When the Lord speaks, it is for the avowed purpose of 
doing His people good. There is always the danger of 
smugness, of self-satisfaction. Oftentimes people need 
something to arouse them from their over-complacency. 
If the pronouncement of impending woe has that effect, 
then those words are good. The fact that judgments and 
reprisals are the only language that the hardened sinner 
can understand, is not to say that such words are not 
beneficial in alerting the righteous man against over- 
confidence in himself. “‘Them that sin rebuke before all, 
that others also may fear,” said the Apostle Paul (I Tim. 
5: 20). 

And another statement from Paul adds weight. “Be- 
hold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them 
which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in his goodness” (Rom. 11:22). To make the 
greatest gains in the spiritual life we must be equally 
aware of God’s severity and His goodness. Thus alerted, 
we shall be activated to merit His goodness. 

Complacency can be exceedingly dangerous. 

Ezekiel, the priest of the Captivity, warned Israel 
against the sin of smugness: “When I shall say to the 
righteous, that he shall surely live; if he trust to his own 
righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his righteous- 
nesses shall not be remembered; but for his iniquity that 
he hath committed, he shall die for it” (33:18). 

Again and again while Israel wandered in the Wilder- 
ness, Moses pictured to them the curses that would ac- 
company disobedience, and the blessings that would at- 
tend obedience. Likewise today God’s words do good to 
every one who will heed them. His words demand sacri- 
fice. They demand that we give up many things that nat- 
urally we hold dear, Our giving them up, however, is a 
blessing in disguise, for the joy of surrender far out- 
weighs the joy of abandonment to sin. God’s words de- 
mand that we control our tongues, our tempers, our ap- 
petites. Each of these controls confronts us with a major 
problem, yet no man in his right mind could deny that 
such controls are a blessing. 

Self-denial more than repays its effort, even as we 
go along. When Jesus chose the twelve Apostles He told 
them plainly that they must give up all if they would 
follow Him. It is doubtful if during the short three years 
of their close association with Him they more than faint- 
ly comprehended the meaning of a full surrender, or the 
scope of the demand, “give up all and follow me.” How- 
ever, it must have seemed to them that they had given 
up much. 

One day Peter accosted his Master with these words: 
“Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what 
shall we have therefore?” And Jesus said unto them, 
“Verily I say unto you... every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall re- 
ceive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life” 
(Matt. 19: 27—29). 

Truly, God’s words do good to all who will be influenced 
by them! 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Do you practice feet-washing at communion? 


No. Jesus washed the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper 
as an object lesson, and not as a precedent to be adopted 
by the church today. The literal was simply an example to 
convey His spiritual thought, as He said, “What I do 
thou knowest not now” (John 13:7). They knew He was 
washing their feet; but they had yet to learn why. They 
saw the object but not the lesson. 

The lesson remains for us: The body of Christ, the 
Church, must be clean every whit; not only head, hands, 
heart, limbs, but feet as well. In view of the rapid ap- 
proach of the Gentile Age during which the “feet” should 
be developed, Jesus was pressing the point that the feet 
= be as thoroughly cleansed as any other part of the 

ody. 

Furthermore, “ye ought to wash one another’s feet.” 
Members of the body are under obligation to aid in pu- 
rifying their brethren while cleansing themselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh, and perfecting holiness in the 
fear of the Lord (II Cor. 7:1). This is the feet-washing. 


Who is the “little child” spoken of in Isaiah 11: 6? 


It is the “man child” of whom we read in Rev. 12: 5, 
a multitudinous character composed of Christ and His 
saints, the 144,000 “kings and priests” described in Rev. 
14:1, 4, and 5:9, 10. They are the overcomers, who are 
promised dominion with Christ, to sit with Him in His 
throne (Rev. 3:21), ruling all nations with a rod of 
iron—unbreakable law. There is significance in the terms 
“Vittle child” and “man child.” The members of this mul- 
titudinous ruler are humble, little in their own sight, and 
so, worthy of exaltation; a “man” because mentally, 
morally and spiritually adult, but a “child” because just 
beginning immortal life. When the “evil beasts” in human 
form that now terrorize the world are tamed, it will be 
by the power and leading of this “little child,” identified 
positively in Psalm 149: 5—9 as the “saints” of Jehovah. 


The early church practiced community of goods; do you 
believe this is essential today? 


No, for the reason that the early church was under a 
different dispensation and commission. It had the super- 
vision of the Apostles, who were able to read the heart, 
as in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, and make a just 
distribution. This practice seems to have been adopted 
as a temporary measure to unite the new movement and 
all its resources in an all-out missionary effort, which 
was eminently successful. It was apparently confined to 
the Jerusalem headquarters, and must have been aban- 
doned at a fairly early date, as it is never mentioned later 
than the sixth chapter of Acts. Today we have neither 
Apostles nor Holy Spirit power, and this practice, along 
with water baptism and other features, has lapsed. 


Does God predestinate one class to salvation and another 
to damnation? 


Never. A reading of the 18th and 33d chapters of Ezek- 
iel, and similar Scriptural passages, of which there are 
many, destroys forever the Calvinistic predestination 
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which makes an automaton of man by destroying his 
free will. The last message of our Lord was, ‘“‘Whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely.” Free will is 
an essential part of justice, human and divine, and of the 
plan of salvation. Each of us is responsible for his own 
destiny. It is true that the Bible contains the word “pre- 
destination,” but the connection in Romans 8: 29 makes 
it clear that God’s “predestination” or decree is that our 
salvation depends upon our being conformed to the moral 
image of Christ. 


Is it possible now to speak in “unknown tongues”? If not, 
what goes on in certain meetings? 


We are assured in I Corinthians 13:8 that tongues, 
together with the gifts of prophecy and knowledge by 
Divine power, were to fail, cease, and vanish away as 
soon as the “perfect” thing, the law of the Lord (Psalm 
19:7), had come. Since the completion of the Scriptural 
canon and the fall of Jerusalem, A. D. 70, there has been 
no visible manifestation of the Holy Spirit, of which the 
gift of “unknown tongues” was an item, nor will there be 
until the “latter rain” at the coming of Elijah (Mal. 4: 
5, 6). The thing which goes on—and which is usually 
neither decent nor orderly (I Cor. 14: 40)— is the result 
of hysteria, or of deliberate deception. 


What must a Christian do when immodest talk occurs or 
bad stories are being told? 


If it is possible, leave the scene, but by no means should 
one laugh at anything that tends to foolishness or worse. 
(See Eph. 5:3, 4). People can talk, but they can’t make 
you listen unless you want to. Shut your mind to all un- 
cleanness. Furthermore, you certainly have some right 
in your office, at your own desk or bench, and you can 
state plainly that you disapprove unwholesome talk. Take 
a firm and intelligent stand and you will have no dif- 
ficulty. In fact, men will respect you for it. 


What is the Scriptural support for the Catholic conception 
of purgatory? 


There is none. 

According to the R. C. Church, the prayers of the 
saints, the burning of candles, and the paying of the 
priests for masses will avail to cancel venial sins and re- 
lease the souls of the departed from purgatory for heaven. 

According to the Bible, “None of them can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 
him” (Ps. 49:7). Man gains the world to come by his 
own merits now, and not by his brother’s efforts after his 
decease. All opportunity for repairing or altering one’s 
record ends with the cessation of life. “In the place where 
the tree falleth, there shall it be” (Eccl. 11:3). 

The errors of the doctrine of purgatory are many. In 
the first place, the soul does not retain consciousness in 
death. The soul, synonymous with the body, dies. (Read 
Ezek. 18: 20; Acts 3: 23; Rev. 16:3.) 

Nor is there an intermediate state. Great men such as 
Jacob, Joseph, Job, Daniel went to the grave. (Read Gen. 
37:35; 50:26; Job 17:13; Dan. 12:18.) Death is the 
“house appointed for all living”—not semi-consciousness 
in purgatory (Job 30: 23, 24). 

Nor is heaven the ultimate goal, but eternal life on 
earth (Matt. 5:5), following the Resurrection at the last 
day (I Cor. 15: 20, 23). 
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WAS JESUS BORN IMMACULATE? 


Was Jesus born immaculate? No! this could not be true; 

For in the blessed Book we read that He in favor grew 1 

With God and man. Now, as for man, his favor is bestowed 
Too often on unworthy ones who chance along the road; 

While God respects but character, and He was caused to smile 
On Jesus as He learned to shun the things that would defile. 
He grew in favor as He learned to banish from His life 

The things His Father disapproved—the bitterness and strife. 


No; Christ was not immaculate until He died to sin, 2 

Renouncing every evil way, a crown of life to win; 

Butter and honey were the fare of which our Lord partook, 

Until He learned to choose the good, and every wrong forsook. 
The Word of God was meat and drink to Him throughout the day, 
And governed Him in every act, in all He chose to say. 4 
Self-discipline taught Him to say, “Thy will, not mine, be done”; 
Till, in complete subjection, He became a loving Son. 


Although a Son, He had to learn obedience was the key 

That opened wide the door of faith, to set the captives free. 
In all points like His brethren made, but still resisting sin, 5 
He grew to be more godlike, showing others how to win. 
Made of a woman—not a god—and subject to the laws; 6 
Made lower than the angels, yet He is our King, because 7 
When once He knew the law He never broke it, whereas we 
Have more than once been guilty of the same iniquity. 


Was Jesus born immaculate? we know He disobeyed 
His parents, when a boy of twelve, without a word, He stayed 
Behind, thus causing grief and anguish till He had been found; 


And though He thought the time had come, His reasoning was not sound. 


There were still many years ahead in which He was to learn 
To rule Himself in everything, and every evil spurn; 

Until, at thirty years of age He was prepared to go, 

And to the world a perfect Pattern of the Father show. 


Christ was not born immaculate, or He could never be 

A Pattern of good works and righteousness for you and me; 
But when He faced temptation as a man, and overcame, 

We need not fear to follow, and give glory to His name. 

He grew to be the greatest man who ever walked the earth; 
Above all kings and potentates, all men of noble birth; 
And thus it has been granted Him to rule in righteousness 
Upon the earth, the ages through, and all His children bless. 


1. Luke 2: 52; 2. Rom. 6:10; 3. Isa. 7: 15; 4. John 5: 80; 
5. Heb. 4:15; 6. Gal. 4:4; 7. Heb. 2: 7. 


—L. L. S. 
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